Sample summer reading question

1.  Unusual circumstances or difficult situations often create an opportunity for an unlikely individual to “rise to the challenge” and emerge as a hero.  Choose one character from your book who doesn’t seem like a hero but emerges as one when faced with a dilemma or catastrophe.  

FIRST:  Be sure you understand what the prompt is asking you to do and that you address it!  Here, you would need to establish how a character is an UNLIKELY person to become a hero.  Then, analyze how he/she becomes one anyway.  Remember, too, to frame your paragraph with a focused topic sentence and clincher.  Lastly, utilize transitions!
     In the novel To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Arthur Radley emerges as an improbable hero when he rescues Jem and Scout from certain disaster.  Throughout the piece Lee establishes and reinforces “Boo” as different from his society; children avoid his house when they walk to school, and early on he is described as “a malevolent phantom” who supposedly stabbed his father with scissors (Lee 5).  Rather than a hero, Boo is an outcast.  However, as Jem and Scout challenge their perceptions of Boo upon their discovery of presents in the tree, the possibility of Boo’s transformation from a super freak to a superman is intimated;  Boo seems to be capable of connecting with, not just conflicting with, people.  When the Finch children return home from the school pageant, they realize that they are being followed.  Able to emerge as a guardian, Boo saves the children from the assailants, for “…Boo’s children needed him”(Lee 148).  Understanding the danger they had faced as well as the courage of Boo to leave the comfort of his shadowed life, Scout sees him as her hero.  No longer a peculiar neighbor surrounded by rumor, Boo Radley displays his humanity and in doing so becomes a hero, however unexpected.      

